which must by now have been a considerable force in microbiological education.
The emphasis continues to be on clinical microbiology, but a thorough grounding in microbial metabolism and genetics is provided. The authors have again thoroughly scrutinized the whole book, bringing each section up to date, and some chapters have been extensively revised. American writing is not always to the taste of English students, but many chapters repay study, not only for the remarkable amount of information they contain, but for the clarity with which complex topics have been covered. This is a very good book and very good value. London: HKLewis The one hundred and thirty-seven papers presented at the Fourth Interscience Conference on Antimicrobial agents and Chemotherapy represent an interesting cross-section of the immense amount of work being done in this field. The papers are grouped into sections which include: the isolation of new antibiotics, the in vitro actions of antibiotics and their use in experimental infections and in disease. The scale of research is sometimes frightening, for example the isolation of 253 grams of U.15,774 required the addition of 3,550 gallons of acetone to an extract of 3,850 gallons of a ferment. The number of antibiotics now known is so great that any new substance must be carefully tested and its producer mould characterized to ensure that it really is new. The penicillin and cephalosporin group is the principal topic to be discussed. Interest is centred on the enzymes which destroy these antibiotics, and on the production of antistaphylococcal agents which are not cross-allergenic with them. The pace of progress is reflected in an addendum to the review on penicillinase-resistant penicillins in which the author states that it is already out of date. The therapy of urinary tract infections is the subject of several papers ranging from the use of antibiotics in uremia to the follow up of symptomless bacillurea in pregnancy. The number and variety of the papers reflect the continuing medical and pharmaceutical interest in antibiotics and chemotherapy. administration and finance; and statistics. The texts provide only an introduction to the various topics, the intention being to stimulate discussion and reading. To help in this, very full lists of references are provided.
